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CHARLES A. GREENIDGE 


Vice-president and chief engineer of Utility Management Corporation, 


who was honored last week for his many contributions to the industry 
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WHEN THE LIFE LINE WAS SEVERED 


“And we can match our men in slickers, job for job, risk 


for risk, devotion for devotion, against any in the world, in 
a contest in which man does not draw his brother’s blood.” 
—The New York Times, Sept. 23, 1938 


The recent floods and hurricane in the East have again 


written the word “loyalty” into the history of the 


electrical industry. And much of the writing was in 
praise of power-company men, loyal to their com- 
pany, loyal to the millions to whom electric service 
is vital. Every day brings more stories of their work 


a small substation completely built, equipped with 


new transformers, and in service just ten hours after 


its predecessor had been washed away —emergency 
connections for countless hospitals, telephone com- 
panies, pumping stations, sewage-disposal plants 


heroic work in clearing fallen lines. 


Behind these men, often alongside them, were General 
Electric men and materials. Materials carried 

plane, train, boat, truck. Men who waded, paddled, 
flew, drove, to damaged equipment. Engineers in boots. 
Factories working around the clock. The entire faci 


ities of General Electric in motion to help. 


That General Electric was in a position to assist 184 
result of years of wise purchasing by electric-service 
companies. For it was their support of General Fle 
tric products which helped us expand our facilities ¢ 
be always ready with service — when it is needed a” 
where it is needed. Such service is one of the “extra 
benefits which come to. you with your purchases ! 


General Electric equipment. 
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Manufacturers See Business Rise 


Continuing With Expanding Trade 


Believe upturn in industrial activity will continue for some time as 


current volume matches that of a year ago — Thomas gets James H. 


McGraw award at annual convention of N.E.M.A. in Chicago 


Improved business volume was ex- 
pressed on almost every hand by those 
attending the annual convention of the 
National Electrical Manufacturers As- 
sociation, held this week at the Palmer 
House, Chicago. Upward of 150 sep- 
arate group and section meetings were 
held during the week. 

One of the high spots of the conven- 
tion was an address by Gerard Swope, 
president of General Electric Company, 
on “Industrial Relations.” Mr. Swope 
spent considerable time abroad this 
summer, studying this situation as 
chairman of the President’s Commis- 
sion on Industrial Relations in Great 
Britain and Sweden. 


Discuss federal acts 


The policies division held a discus- 
sion on the administration of federal 
acts, REA progress and possible radio 
interference legislation or regulation. 

While certain lines showed less im- 
provement than others, the consensus 
was that business has been consistently 
moving forward for several weeks. In 
many instances the current volume was 
close to or exceeded the volume of 
the same period last year. Manufac- 
turers generally expressed themselves 
as believing the upward trend would 
continue for some time. A more op- 
timistic feeling was evidenced by the 
electrical manufacturers than at any 
time during the past year. 

George C. Thomas, Jr., vice-presi- 
dent and treasurer of Thomas & Betts 
Company, Elizabeth, N. J., was 


awarded the James H. McGraw award 
manufacturers’ medal in recognition of 
his constructive leadership in the pro- 
motion of adequate wiring. 

The presentation was by H. B. 
Crouse, a member of the committee 
of awards. The committee of judges 
which awarded the medal to Mr. 
Thomas included C. E. Swartzbaugh, 
president Swartzbaugh Manufacturing 
Company; C. L. Peirce, Jr., president 
Hubbard & Company; Mr. Crouse, pres- 
ident Crouse-Hinds Company; Frank 
Thornton, Jr., Westinghouse Electric & 
Manufacturing Company. 

It was Mr. Thomas who was selected 
by N.E.M.A. to make a study of the 
possibilities for a co-operative industry 
development of the market for more 
adequate wiring and to secure the 
support of the other branches of the 
electrical industry for such a program. 
The result of his work was the estab- 
lishment of the National Adequate 
Wiring Bureau and the organization of 
a national campaign to expand the 
market for wiring materials, electrical 
appliances and the equipment and ap- 
paratus that support them. 


Logan Project Authorized 


FPC has issued a finding that the 
interests of interstate or foreign com- 
merce would not be affected by the 
construction of a proposed hydro-elec- 
tric project on the Logan River at 
Logan, Utah, by the George A. Bell 
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Power Company. Under the commis- 
sion’s finding, no federal license for 
the proposed project will be required. 
Total cost of the project is estimated 
at less than $120,000. 

It is proposed that electric energy 
generated will be sold to the city of 
Logan for less than the cost of energy 
generated by the city at present with 
Diesel engines. Only part of the city’s 
energy requirements would be gener- 
ated by the proposed development, it 
was stated. 


Board Imposes New 
System of Accounts 


A new system of accounts for Penn- 
sylvania electric utility companies 
having annual electric operating reve- 
nues of more than $25,000, which will 
make the utilities keep perpetual in- 
ventories of all property as part of 
their books of account, has been pre- 
scribed by the Public Utility Commis- 
sion. The inventory must be kept on 
the basis of original cost of the prop- 
erty units. 

Under the new plan time required 
for proceedings in rate cases will be 
reduced to a minimum. By the uniform 
system the necessary information will 
be instantly available for any proceed- 
ing, because “continuous property rec- 
ords” will have to be kept by the 
utilities. 

All companies having annual elec- 
tric operating revenues of more than 
$250,000 must complete the continuing 
property records ordered on or before 
December 31, 1938. Those having reve- 
nues of more than $25,000 and not more 
than $250.000 must complete such 
records on or before December 31, 
1939. All property additions and re- 
tirements subsequent to December 31, 
1937. must be recorded currently in 
the continuing property record. 
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Re IRS Fis 


Prominent Utility Officials Attend 
Dresden Steam Plant Dedication 


New $2,000,000 station of New York State Electric & Gas named in 
honor of Charles A. Greenidge — Designed for 90,000 kw. capacity, 
station assures territory of adequate energy supply 


Prominent officials of the Associated 
Gas & Electric System gathered at 
Dresden last week when the new 
$2,000,000 steam-generating plant of 
New York State Electric & Gas Cor- 
poration was dedicated in honor of 
Charles A. Greenidge, vice-president 
and chief engineer of Utility Manage- 
ment Corporation. 

Located on Seneca Lake, in a ter- 
ritory of expanding electric service, the 
Greenidge plant is designed for 90,- 
000 kw. capacity, which will supply 
most of the electric energy used by 
customers of the company. 


Unveils bronze tablet 


H. W. Jefferson, chief engineer of 
the power plant, unveiled the bronze 
tablet within the station as Harry Reid, 
president, dedicated the station as the 
first unit, 20,000 kw., was put on the 
line. The plant is so designed that 
additional units can be installed with- 
out interrupting the continuous opera- 
tions of the station. 

At the dedicatory ceremony Ralph 
D. Jennison, president of Utility Man- 
agement Corporation, declared that it 
was Mr. Greenidge who ten years ago 
foresaw the large demand for power 
and picked the Dresden site on Seneca 
Lake. Mr. Jennison said that the new 
plant is the “culmination of ‘Pop’ 


Greenidge’s dreams and his farsighted- 
ness in suggesting that the company 
should prepare itself for large de- 
mands for power.” 

In naming the modern plant, which 
was described by Mr. Jennison as “the 
most efficient plant in the country,” 
the corporation honors Mr. Greenidge, 
who has been an outstanding figure in 
the public utility engineering field 
over a period of 40 years. 


Began career in 1896 


Mr. Greenidge began his career in 
the utility industry in January, 1896, 
with the Mount Morris Electric Light 
Company, now part of the Consolidated 
Edison system of New York. From 1902 
to 1910 he was with the Utica Gas & 
Electric Company. He joined the staff 
of J. G. White, Inc., in 1910, and in 
1913 became associated with the J. G. 
White Management Corporation, now 
Utility Management Corporation. 

The two-day ceremony marked a 
meeting of the executive staff attended 
by 75 district managers from all parts 
of New York State. 

Some of the prominent officials of 
the system included Harry Reid, presi- 
dent of New York State Electric & Gas; 
Henry O. Palmer, director; William 
Doran, Geneva district manager; Karl 
Brunt, Penn Yan district manager; 


NEW PLANT—This new 20,000-kw. steam plant of New York State Electric & Gas 
Corporation at Dresden was dedicated last week in honor of Charles A. Greenidge, 
vice-president and chief engineer of Utility Management Corporation 
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John A. Bennett, Hornell; T. F. Rowe. 
treasurer; J. T. Clark, general auditor, 
Ithaca; John L. Burgan, Geneva, dj. 
rector of rural development; Harold 
Allen, Newark; Frank Smith, Auburn: 
Robert Gray, Dansville; Gordon Meyer, 
Perry-Warsaw; G. R. Rudy, Bincham. 
ton, and J. A. Powell, Reading Pa.: 
J. I. Mange, president of Associated 
Gas & Electric, expressed deep inter. 
est in the new plant. 

Installed in the station are two Foster 
Wheeler 725-lb. and 825-deg. F. boilers 
of 110,000 lb. per hour capacity with 
8.750 sq. ft. of surface. The superheater 
has 2,510 sq. ft. and the air pre-heater 
10,560 sq. ft. The boiler feed pump is 
designed for 523 gal. per minute. The 
furnaces are of dry bottom type with a 
volume of 5,570 cu. ft. and use pulver- 
ized fuel. The surface of the water 
wall is 2,719 sq. ft. The generator is 
of 20,000 kw. at 80 per cent power fac- 
tor and is cooled by air and has a 
speed of 3,600 r.p.m. The plant has 
an all-year-round A-1 water supply at 
53 deg. F. So far the plant is operat- 
ing on gross output of 0.869 of coal 
per kilowatt-hour at the 
terminals. 


generator 


Alabama Power Posts 


Bonds for REA Loan 


Alabama Power Company won au- 
thority before the state Public Service 
Commission to pledge approved but 
unissued bonds as collateral for a $1,- 
500,000 loan from the REA. The com- 
pany was authorized to post as much as 
$2,000,000 in 414 per cent first and re- 
funding mortgage bonds, $8,000.000 
worth of which were sold in 1931. 

The loan, company officials said, 
would be used in expanding rural serv- 
ice and in repayment of deposits re- 
quired of rural customers applying for 
electricity heretofore. 

It was stated in the company’s appli- 
cation that an initial loan of $358,526 
already had been asked of the REA, to 
which the company proposes to give a 
note, secured by bonds left from an 
original issue of $10,000,000. 


Ross Urges Interconnection 


Hope for an interconnected power 
system in the Northwest was expressed 
recently by J. D. Ross, administrator 
of the Bonneville project and superin- 
tendent of Seattle City Light. Speaking 
at a meeting of the Washingtonians In 
Seattle, Mr. Ross said he also hoped to 
see the municipal power plants ° 
Seattle and Tacoma joined. 
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Consumers Power Buys Michigan 
Utility Unit From Cities Service 


Commonwealth & Southern subsidiary pays $3,200,000 for properties 
in Adrian — Will sell bonds and stock to finance purchase — Plans 
to launch large-scale appliance sales drive to expand power use 


A large scale electrical appliance 
sales program is to be launched by 
Consumers Power Company to stimu- 
late increased use of electricity and 
to development of the new territory re- 
cently purchased from Cities Service 
Company. 

Last week it was announced that 
Consumers Power, subsidiary of Com- 
monwealth & Southern, had purchased 
the operating property of Citizens 
Power & Light Company, a unit of 
the Cities Service Company. Negotia- 
tions for the purchase of the utility had 
been in progress for some time and 
the purchase marks a step in the in- 
tegration provisions of the utility act. 


Serves Southeast Michigan 


The property involved is the genera- 
tion, transmission and _ distribution 
facilities at Adrian, Mich., serving parts 
of Monroe and Lenawee Counties in 
southeast Michigan, and is contiguous 
to the territory served by Consumers 
Power. 

The contract price of approximately 
$3,200,000 and the acquisition of the 
properties are subject to the approval 
of the Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission and the Michigan Public Util- 
ities Commission. Of the purchase 
price it is planned to issue $2,000,000 
in bonds and $1,200,000 in capital 
stock by Consumers Power. Common- 
wealth & Southern will purchase the 
stock. 

Citizens Light & Power supplies re- 
tail farm service in 21 townships and 
electric power facilities to 28 com- 
munities with an estimated population 
of 46,700. All of the common and pre- 
ferred stocks of Citizens Light & Power 
are held by Cities Service Power & 
Light. Roy McPhail of Adrian is 
chief executive officer of Citizens Light 
and Power. 


To expand properties 


Wendell L. Willkie, president of 
Commonwealth & Southern, indicated 
that the Adrian purchase marked an 
expansion of the northern properties. 
He said that there would be a con- 
traction of activities in the southern 
territory, where the TVA is expanding 
its activities in competition with pri- 
vate utilities, 

At the present time Commonwealth 

Southern is negotiating with David E. 
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Lilienthal, TVA power director, for 
the sale of its properties in Tennessee. 
Any sale of the Tennessee properties 
would leave the utility with funds avail- 
able for purchase of utility properties 
from other systems operating contigu- 
ous to the Michigan and Ohio proper- 
ties. 
+ 


Morrow Plant Steel 
Work Being Speeded 


Consumers Power Company is rush- 
ing erection of steel work on its Bryce 
E. Morrow generating plant near Kala- 
mazoo, Mich., and expects to place the 
station in operation next May. It is 
estimated that 1,500 tons of steel will 
go into the structure. 

A smokestack which will rise 275 
ft. from its base, tapering from 24 ft. 
at the bottom to 16 ft. at the top, is 
practically completed. 

At present only one 35,000-kw. turbo- 
generator unit will be installed, al- 
though the station was designed for 
two units. The boiler for the second 
unit, however, will be built into the 
plant to facilitate expansion of the gen- 


erating facilities when this becomes 
necessary. 

Construction work was begun a year 
ago with preliminary operations neces- 
sitating the moving of about 400,000 
cu.yd. of dirt, the placing of 22,500 
cu.yd. of concrete and the sinking of 
2,775 pieces of hardwood piling. A 
railroad and highway bridge 282 ft. 
long was built across the Kalamazoo 
River, which will supply cooling water 
for the plant. 

° 


State Board Denied Right 
to Set Tentative Rate 


An appeal from a federal court’s 
decision voiding the right of the Penn- 
sylvania Public Utility Commission to 
impose temporary reductions pending 
the fixing of rates will be taken to the 
United States Supreme Court, Dennis 
J. Driscoll, chairman of the commis- 
sion, has announced. 

Circuit Court Judge J. Warren Davis 
handed down an opinion annuling the 
commission’s order of November 30, 
1937, directing the Edison Light & 
Power Company of York to put into 
effect a 30 per cent reduction for the 
benefit of 28,650 customers. 


Dr. Bennion to Speak 


Dr. Adam S. Bennion, assistant to 
the president of the Utah Power & 
Light Company of Salt Lake City, will 
address the American Bankers Associa- 
tion at its convention, November 14 to 
17. at Houston, Tex. 





NEW REPAIR TRUCK—Wisconsin Public Service Corporation has placed in service 
this new Ford V-8, 134-in. wheelbase cab-over-engine truck, with necessary equipment, 
to aid in line repair work. The cab accommodates a five-man crew 
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SIGHT SAVERS—Opening the lighting sales contest sponsored by the Electrical 


League of the Niagara Frontier. 


L. to r.—Samuel S. Vineberg, manager; Herbert I. 


Sackett, president, and Karl L. Thielscher, committee chairman 


Light Sales Opened 
by Niagara Frontier 


Launched at a recent dinner-meeting 
of the Electrical League of the Niagara 
Frontier was the fourth annual lighting 
sales contest sponsored by the league. 
More than 300 contractors. dealers, 
jobber, manufacturer and utility repre- 
sentatives were present, and Ward 
Harrison, director of engineering of the 
incandescent lamp department of Gen- 
eral Electric. spoke on what is new in 
lighting. 

Members of the electrical industry 
were enrolled in the “Sight-Saving Le- 
gion” as part of the program to bring 
about adequate lighting to protect the 
eyes of employees in industry. 

During the six-week contest. which 
closes November 19, there will be three 
bi-weekly prizes of $5 in addition to 
prizes of $30, $20, $10 and $5 in the 
general contest for non-utility employ- 
ees and prizes of $15 and $10 in the 
utility employee contest. 

Samuel S. Vineberg, manager-secre- 
tary of the league, stated that in the 
preceding lighting ‘sales contests an 
average of two million watts were sold 
each year. 


Donnelly Drops Rural Post 


Gov. Frank Murphy of Michigan has 
instructed Joseph M. Donnelly, mem- 
ber of the state Public Utilities Com- 
mission, to resign as executive secretary 
of the state Association of Rural Elec- 
trification Co-operatives. Governor Mur- 
phy said Mr. Donnelly had agreed with 
him that his state position. which in- 
volves passing judgment on disputes 
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between private utilities and co-oper- 
atives, made it “inadvisable” for him to 
continue on his “new” job. The asso- 
ciation was formed recently to seek 
laws to encourage the REA movement 
and to serve as an information center 
regarding the activity. 


Minnesota Dealers Told of 
Range and Heater Campaigns 


Minneapolis appliance dealers were 
told of The Modern Kitchen Bureau’s 
electric range and water heater sales 
activity during the current “Discovery 
Month” at a recent meeting in the 
Northern States Power Company’s 
auditorium. 

Plan and scope of the national cam- 
paign was outlined by A. H. Kessler 
of the North Central Associated Elec- 
trical Industries. Through the coopera- 
tion of Northern States Power, the 48 
dealers in this area will be supplied 
with campaign posters and copies of 
the sales manuals prepared by the 
bureau. 


Sees Competition Halted 


appropriated for federal 
competition with private utilities is 
about exhausted,” Chester C. Smith, 
president of the Kansas City Power & 
Light Company, told members of the 
Electric Association of Kansas City at 
a recent meeting. Mr. Smith traced the 
government’s program of advancing 
money to promote municipal ownership 
of utilities from its inception to the 
present time. He said he doubted that 
the next Congress would authorize 
further appropriations. 


“Money 


Urge Tree Planting 
on Private Property 


Vigorous advocacy of more intel. 
ligent tree planning from the stand. 
point of reduced hazards to overhead 
wire circuits featured the meeting last 
week of the New England section In. 
ternational Municipal Signal Associa. 
tion at Fitchburg, Mass.. under the 
presidency of Oliver F. Hawley. 

The hurricane of September 2] 
caused serious interruption to service 
and grave losses to fire, police and 
traffic signal systems, street lighting, 
electrical supply and wire communica. 
tion circuits in the northeast. This 
loss was greatly augmented by up. 
rooted trees and diseased limbs which 
fell on these aerial wire systems and 
led the association to consider the pos- 
sibilities of securing the co-operation 
of the public and all interested utili- 
ties and governmental authorities 
toward a better planned development 
of tree placing in future. 

Recognizing that public shade trees 
are priceless assets and worthy of every 
protective influence which the law can 
provide, the association passed a reso- 
lution pointing out that in the recent 
hurricane many of the uprooted trees 
resulted from poor root systems and 
man-made injuries inflicted so that im. 
proved highway and sidewalk pave- 
ments might be obtained and that shade 
and ornamental trees cannot long live 
with root systems confined to the soil 
directly below modern pavements. 

The movement to plant trees in an 
effort partially to rehabilitate the af. 
flicted storm areas has already begun. 
The resolution calls attention to a 
Massachusetts law (Acts 1915, Ch. 145. 
Sec. 7) which authorizes tree wardens 
to plant shade trees (using public 
funds) in the public ways, or, if 
deemed expedient, upon adjoining land 
not more than 20 ft. from the public 
ways on receiving the written consent 
of the land owner. Municipal ordi- 
nances or town by-laws also authorize 
such planting on _ private property. 
The resolution seeks to bring about 
the maximum feasible planting of trees 
on private property. ° 

It is hoped that this movement will 
result in a widespread improvement in 
tree locations and in the provision of 
a more continuous wire service, with 
increased safety of operation and re: 
duced maintenance costs which will 
benefit industries, utilities and the ge™ 
eral public. 

The next meeting of the New Eng: 
land section will be held at the Hotel 
Waureagan, Norwich, Conn., on De 
cember 14-15, at which time there will 
be a discussion of outages and damages 
to municipal signal systems caused by 
the recent storm. 
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Columbia Gas & Electric to Cut 


Capital Value of Common Stock 


Files application with SEC to carry out five-point program to meet 
conflicting interpretations of regulatory bodies concerning property 
yalues — Will reduce stock from $15.75 to $1 a share 


A plan to give practical solution to 
an accounting problem created by con- 
ficting interpretations of various regu- 
latory bodies has been proposed by 
Columbia Gas & Electric Corporation, 
it was announced last week by Philip 
G. Gossler, chairman. 

In meeting some of the objections 
expressed by the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission concerning prop- 
erty valuations and the surplus ac- 
count, Mr. Gossler stated that the com- 
pany has filed application with the 
SEC for authority to reduce the capital 
represented by the common stock to 
$1 a share without reducing the num- 
ber of shares outstanding. 


Create capital surplus 


The five-point plan for meeting the 
requirements of the SEC in regard to 
accounting problems resulting from 
past transactions takes into considera- 
tion the reduction of the stated value 
of the common stock. The surplus cre- 
ated by the reduction would be avail- 
able, with surplus prior to January 1, 
1938, for solution of the problems and 
any charge-offs which may finally be 
deemed necessary arising out of trans- 
actions prior to that time, Mr. Gossler 
asserted. 

In a letter to stockholders Mr. Goss- 
ler outlined the steps to be taken which 
would free the company’s earnings 
after December 31, 1937, for payment 
of dividends under the present rules 
and regulations of the SEC. He said 
that the reduction of the capital repre- 
sented by the common stock from 
about $15.75 to $1 a share could create 
a surplus of $182,000,000 which would 
be designated as special capital sur- 
plus. This will not be available for 
dividends. 

This special capital surplus, together 
with surplus prior to January 1, 1938, 
of about $13,261,000, will be used to 
charge off any debatable items and any 
other charges arising out of transac- 
tions prior to January 1, 1938. 


Seeks original cost 


The SEC holds the view that the 
valuation of utility property should be 
stated in terms of cost to the person 
first devoting it to public service. It is 
believed that should the SEC order 
Columbia Gas to record such original 
Cost of its subsidiaries on its books 
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the new capital surplus account will 
be sufficient for such changes as needed. 

Mr. Gossler informed the stockhold- 
ers that subject to permission of the 
SEC to the proposed reduction of cap- 
ital, the directors intend to call a 
special meeting of preference and com- 
mon shareholders for the purpose of 
considering the proposal. 

All subsidiaries are following the 
same plan as Columbia Gas in respect 
to charges to surplus and the creation 
of capital surplus accounts. 


Oklahoma Group Has 
District Meetings 


The eastern district conference of 
the electric light and power division 
of the Oklahoma Utilities Association 
was held last week at Sapulpa. At the 
morning session four subjects were in- 
cluded in the panel discussion: “Eco- 
nomics of Electric Utility Organization 
and Operation,” by J. A. Whitlow, Pub- 
lic Service Company of Oklahoma: 
“Income Sources,” by M. M. Schene. 
also Public Service Company; “Operat- 
ing Expenses,” by F. J. Meyer, Okla- 
homa Gas & Electric Company, and 
“Taxes,” by Ted Markley, Public Serv- 
ice Company. 

In the afternoon panel discussions 
were continued with “Effect of Rate 
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GIANT PROJECT—Secretary of the Interior Harold L. Ickes, on his tour of the 


West last week, dedicated the government’s power project when he signaled the divert- 


Reductions and Necessity for Increased 
Sales,” by C. N. Robinson, Public Serv- 
ice Company; “Individual Plant Com- 
petition,” by G. J. Neighbors, Okla- 
homa Power & Water Company; 
“Power Plant Trends and Develop- 
ments,” by Earl J. Drewlow, Empire 
District Electric Company, and “Public 
Relations at the Point of Contact,” by 
G. P. Middaugh, Oklahoma Gas & 
Electric Company. 

The western district conference was 
held the preceding week in Chickasha. 


All-American Canal 


Dedicated by Ickes 


Secretary of the Interior Harold L. 
Ickes punched a button at Imperial 
Dam, 20 miles north of Yuma, Ariz., on 
October 18 and diverted the flow of the 
Colorado River into the $24,000,000 
All-American Canal. Imperial Dam di- 
verts the Colorado into both California 
and Arizona. As he pushed a button 
opening the huge gates water tumbled 
into the new ditch, which ultimately 
will carry it more than 100 miles, irri- 
gating 500,000 acres of land now under 
cultivation in the lower Imperial Valley 
and 400,000 acres of desert land on the 
east mesa and at the southern end of 
the Coachella Valley. 

Through the headgates on the Ari- 
zona side of the river will pour water 
to irrigate 600,000 acres of land on the 
Yuma mesa and in the Gila River 
Valley of Arizona. 

Secretary Ickes also dedicated the 
lighting system in the sunken winter 
garden at Brawley, Calif., where 10,- 
000 persons gathered for a barbecue 
celebration to welcome Secretary Ickes 
and John C. Page, United States Com- 
missioner of Reclamation. 





ing of the flow of the Colorado River into the $24,000,000 All-American Canal 


(1231) 7 





Bueaitetinn 





Political Attack Against Utilities 
Assailed at Wisconsin Gathering 


Wisconsin Utilities Association head tells meeting that charges against 
industry are refuted by tabulations of Power Commission — Rahn 


shows power rates are low as compared with government costs 


Sharp issue with statements concern- 
ing electric utilities made by politi- 
cians in the campaign now violently 
raging in the state was taken at the 
opening session of the convention of 
the electric section of the Wisconsin 
Utilities Association in Milwaukee this 
week, with more than 500 present. 

Bruni Rahn, president of the associ- 
ation, said that tabulations of the Fed- 
eral Power Commission “clearly make 
liars out of those vote-greedy politicians 
who are attempting to create the false 
impression that industries are not lo- 
cating in Wisconsin due to prevailing 
industrial power rates. High taxes, not 
electric rates, are keeping and will con- 
tinue to keep new industries out of 
Wisconsin.” 


Cites government costs 


Mr. Rahn said that the cost of gov- 
ernment in Wisconsin is more than $85 
per capita, while the cost of electric 
service is $7.83. 

Another statement frequently made 
by politicians was characterized by Mr. 
Rahn as a “gross falsehood being 
spread against the electric industry.” 
This is the idea that “electric service 
was not made available to farms until 
the creation of the REA. The truth is 
that the electric industry pioneered the 
development of rural _ electrification 
long before any government bureau 
ever even dreamed about the subject.” 


The consensus of papers and the 
discussion on shunt and series capaci- 
tors for voltage improvement and re- 
lease of capacity on _ distribution 
systems and on transmission lines ap- 
peared to be that the capacitor had es- 
tablished itself for urban distribution 
very definitely, somewhat less well for 
curing transmission regulation troubles 
and not at all as yet for rural lines. 

The special problems of rural line 
transformer protection were explained 
by J. B. Hudtum, Allis-Chalmers. A. G. 
Pergande, Wisconsin Electric Power, 
presented detailed analysis of combined 
loads of ranges and water heaters. 
Movies next showed the use of protec- 
tive devices made of wood instead of 
rubber for hot line working developed 
by R. M. Ruth, Northern States Power. 

New officers elected for the electrical 
section of the association were: Harold 
Turkelson, Wisconsin Gas & Electric, 
and M. D. Hagen, Wisconsin Hydro- 
Electric, chairman and vice-chairman 
of the commercial division, and for the 
same positions in the technical division 
H. H. Brown, Wisconsin-Michigan 
Power. and E. H. Finkelnburg. Missis- 
sippi Valley Public Service. 


2 
Denied New Franchises 


Applications of the New York State 
Electric & Gas Corporation for the ex- 


ercise of new franchises for the fyr. 
nishing of electricity and gas in the 
town of Southport have been denied by 
the New York Public Service Commis. 
sion. It was testified on behalf of the 
company that it would be an advantage 
to the company to operate under an 
electric and a gas franchise which had 
been granted directly to the company. 
The utility is now rendering service jn 
the town under a combination gas and 
electric franchise which was granted to 
the Elmira Water, Light & Railroad 
Company by the town board in 1909, 


Management Congress Group 
Inspects Square D Plant 


Members of a group of 60 delegates 
to the recent seventh International 
Management Congress, who are on 
tour of industrial areas of the United 
States, were high in their praise of 
American industry operations. On the 
recent stop in the Detroit area the 
delegates were guests of the Square D 
Company, where company operations 
were inspected. 

F. W. Magin, president of Square D, 
outlined to the delegates the operations 
in manufacture of electrical equipment. 
Tests were also made to interest the 
visitors. Following the inspection of 
the offices and plant the delegates were 
guests of the company at dinner aboard 
the City of Detroit III, which carried 
the members of the tour to Buffalo. 


e 
Henry B. Bryans Promoted 


Henry B. Bryans was elected this 
week executive vice-president of the 
Philadelphia Electric Company. He has 
been vice-president in charge of opera- 
tions of the company since 1929. 


VIEW OPERATIONS—Members of the International Management Congress visited the Detroit plant of Square D Company 
on their recent tour of industrial areas of the United States. 


sales, Square D Company; Jacob Ingvartsen, Aarhus, Denmark; Vladimir Mandl, Plzen, Czechoslovakia; Joseph Zeller, desig" 
engineer, Square D Company, examine pressure switches. Right— Members of the congress at demonstrations in the Square D plant 
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Left—Ivan Corcoran, manager of regulator and pressure switch 
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Three Vets Honored 
by General Electric 


Observing the 60th year of General 
Electric Company, the Chamber of 
Commerce in Schenectady presented 
the company with a bronze plaque 
commemorating the steps leading to 
the formation of the company and its 
location in Schenectady. The plaque 
was presented by Laurence G. Mag- 
ner, president of the chamber, and 


accepted for the company by Gerard 
Swope, president. 

At a dinner given by the Chamber 
of Commerce, three veteran employees 
of the company with 50 years or more 
of active service were presented with 


certificates and diamond- 
studded pins by the company. The vet- 
eran employees were Charles J. Leep- 
hart of Schenectady with 55 years, Rod- 
erick S. McNeil of Bridgeport with 51 
years and George S. Jameson of Lynn 
with 50 years. 

George R. Lunn, member of the Pub- 
lic Service Commission and a former 
Mayor of Schenectady, was the prin- 
cipal speaker at the dinner. He re- 
called the early days of the company 
and its progress through the years. 


engrossed 


San Francisco Files 


Court Ruling Appeal 


An appeal from the federal court de- 
cision invalidating the city’s agency 
contract with Pacific Gas & Electric 
Company has been filed in the District 


Court of Appeals by San Francisco.. 


The lower court decision, an injunc- 
tion to stop the marketing of Hetch 
Hetchy power, was to take effect De- 
cember 28, 1938. 

San Francisco’s appeal is based on 
the contention that the court erred in 
admitting as evidence the opinion of 
Secretary of the Interior Ickes that the 
Contract violated the Raker act and 
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Vice-president Charles 
A. Wilson (at left) 
presenting certificates 
to Charles J. Leephart, 
Roderick S. McNeil 
and George S. Jame- 
son. Above is Presi- 
dent Gerard Swope, at 
microphone, accepting 
the Chamber of Com- 


merce plaque 


also that the court was prejudicial in 
failing to admit evidence that a munic- 
ipal distribution system would cost the 
city approximately $60,000,000 and 
would place the city dangerously close 
to its bonding limit. 

In the meantime efforts to place 
legislation on the November ballot 
aimed at issuing bonds to purchase the 
P. G. & E. distribution system have 
been dropped. Present plans are aimed 
at calling a special election in January. 


Village Loses Costs Appeal 


The request of the municipal electric 
plant of the village of Groton, New 
York, for relief from full compliance 
with instructions of the uniform system 
of accounts requiring the determination 
of original cost has been denied by the 
Public Service Commission. The vil- 
lage has been ordered to proceed im- 
mediately with the work of determining 
the original cost of its electric property, 
which work shall be completed in re- 
spect of property installed prior to 
March 1, 1936, not later than Decem- 


ber 31, 1938. 
* 


Power Transmission Course 


James Adams, Jr.. has been ap- 
pointed to prepare the Power Trans- 
mission Club, Boston, program talks 
for 1938-39 and a lecture course for 
extension purposes for members of the 
power transmission industry. 










Austin First to Get 
Energy From LCRA 


The hydro-electric plants of the 
Lower Colorado River Authority at 
Buchanan and Inks Dams were placed 
in operation October 19 and began 
supplying the city of Austin with 
power for its municipal distribution 
system. 

Power is furnished Austin under a 
general contract to supply the city’s 
requirements above what it may pro- 
duce in its city-owned steam plant. 
The contract includes a lease of the 
city-owned Tom Miller Dam to Lower 
Colorado River Authority and the com- 
pletion and operation by the authority 
of this dam. 

The city will receive $20,000 per 
year in power as rental on the dam, 
this power to be supplied at the same 
rate as that at which the city will 
buy additional power. This price is 
approximately four-tenths of 1 
per kilowatt-hour. 

Austin was the first city to enter into 
a contract to use Lower Colorado River 
Authority power and the first to take 
power. 


cent 


Oklahoma Plan Would Put 
State in Utility Business 


On November 8 Oklahoma citizens 
will vote on a proposed amendment to 
the State Constitution which would au- 
thorize cities, towns, counties and rural 
utility districts to incur revenue indebt- 
edness for the purpose of constructing, 
purchasing, acquiring. improving, ex- 
tending or enlarging, maintaining and 
operating public utilities, payable out 
of the revenues from the operation of 
the utility. 

The proposed act defines a utility to 
include the production, storage, trans- 
mission, sale, delivery or furnishing of 
heat, light and power. 
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Iowa State College 
Holds Meter Meeting 


Fundamentals of meter construction 
and operation, as well as the many 
problems of maintenance and replace- 
ment, were discussed by the more than 
100 delegates from Iowa and neighbor- 
ing states in attendance at the con- 
ference on electric metering held at 
Iowa State College, Ames. recently. 

A comprehensive exhibit of meters 
and related equipment was displayed 
by various manufacturers. Subjects 
covered included meter retirement, 
combined light and power measure- 
ment, kva. and reactive metering, 
checking loads and instrument trans- 
formers, demand meeting, converting 
meters, sealed meter removals, off-peak 
and two-rate metering and various new 
developments, described by manufac- 
turers’ representatives. 

In addition to the Iowa men who 
took part in the program other speakers 
included: H. H. Kuhn, vice-president 
Kansas City Power & Light Company: 
. Associate Professor D. T. Canfield of 
Purdue University; Prof. A. R. Knight, 
University of Illinois; Harvey C. 
Sargent, assistant chief operating engi- 
ner Superior Water, Light & Power 
Company, Superior, Wis.; K. J. Mertz. 
superintendent meter department. 
Northern States Power Company, St. 
Paul, Minn. 

In charge of the conference was a 
large committee representing both the 
industry and the manufacturers. T. S. 
Gibb, superintendent of distribution. 
city of Ames, Iowa, was chairman of 
the cemmittee. Assistant Professor 
L. W. Mahone, Engineering Extension 
Service, Iowa State College, was in 
charge of the general arrangements. 


Mercury Rectifier 
Shown to Steel Men 


Electrical engineers in the steel in- 
dustry were shown a new potential 
tool at the recent convention and ex- 
position of the Association of Iron and 
Steel Engineers in Cleveland, Ohio. 
Westinghouse engineers demonstrated 
the application of a two-foot “Ignitron” 
tube, recent development in mercury- 
are rectifiers, for changing a.c. to d.c. 
to operate steel mill equipment. 

Ignitron tubes have been used for 
nearly two years in providing power 
to mine locomotives and in electro- 
chemical processes, but are new in 
the steel industry. Development of this 
rectifier was discussed at the conven- 
tion by G. E. Stoltz, manager of the 
metal working section of Westinghouse 
Electric & Manufacturing Company, 
and J. H. Cox, rectifier engineer. 
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The acceleration of tandem cold 
strip mills was discussed at another 
electrical engineering session by T. R. 
Rhea and M. J. Leding, both of the 
General Electric Company. Results of 
a study of the requirements of 440- 
volt a.c. motor control for steel mills 
were discussed by Donald C. Nelson 
and J. Russell Powell, Jones & Laugh- 
lin Steel Corporation, while the per- 
formance of slabbing mill auxiliary 
drives with Ward-Leonard control was 
told by W. A. Perry, Inland Steel 
Company, and W. B. Snyder, General 
Electric Company. 


Votes Down Bond Issue 


Possibility of the city of Flint, Mich., 
erecting a new municipal power plant 
faded when the City Commission re- 
cently voted against placing the ques- 
tion of a bond issue on the November 
8 ballot. The bond issue would have 
been used to finance the city’s share of 
the project, with PWA_ funds be- 
ing used for the balance. PWA offi- 
cials had previously notified the City 
Commission that Flint’s application for 
funds would receive no further consid- 
eration until such a bond issue had 
been approved by the voters. 


New Sound Film 


The National Better Light—Better 
Sight Bureau, New York, has produced 
and is distributing a new sound slide 
film, “Winners,” for school children. 
It is fifteen minutes long. 


eelings 


Southeastern Electric Exchange—General 
sales conference, Henry Grady Hotel, 
Atlanta, Ga., November 11-12. J. W. 
Talley, executive secretary, 308 Haas- 
Howell Building, Atlanta, Ga. 

National Association of Railroad and Utili- 
ties Commissioners—Annual meeting, New 
Orleans, La., November 16-18. Clyde S. 
Bailey, secretary, Earle Bldg., 13th and 
E. Street, Washington, D. C. 

International Association of 
Leagues—Annual conference, 
Building, Philadelphia, Pa., 
17-19. O. C. Small, secretary, 
44th Street, New York City, N. 


American Institute of Electrical Engineers 

—Anrual meeting, southern district, 
Miami, Fla., November 28-30. H. H. 
Henline, national secretary, 33 West 39th 
Street, New York, N. Y. 

American Society of Mechanical Engineers 
—Annual meeting. New York, eo, 
December 5-9. . E. Davies, national 

er 29 West 39th St., New York, 


Electrical 

Architects 

November 
15 1 Kast 


American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science—Winter meeting, Rich- 
mond, Va., December 27-31. 


Southern Section of 
A.1.E.E. to Convene 


Holding its first convention since 
1928, the Southern district of the 
American Institute of Electrical Engi- 
neers will meet at the Miami Biltmore 
Hotel, Miami, Fla., on November 28 to 
30. The convention will be under the 
direction of the Florida section, of 
which A. P. Michael, Orlando, is chair. 
man. 

At the morning session on November 
29, W. H. Rollman of the Memphis 
Power & Light Company will talk on 
rural line protection, while electrolysis 
and corrosion problems will be dis- 
cussed by Robert J. Kuhn, consulting 
engineer of New Orleans, La. Loading 
transformers by temperature will be 
the subject of a paper by H. V. Put- 
nam and W. M. Dann, both of West- 
inghouse Electric & Manufacturing 
Company. Llewellyn Evans, of the Ten- 
nessee Valley Authority, will describe 
lightning protection improvements for 
transmission lines. 

The electrical design of the Pickwick 
Landing project will be detailed by 
E. P. Almond, of the TVA, at the ses- 
sion the following day. At this session, 
also, K. P. Jones of the Grinnell Cor- 
poration, will discuss the Mulsifyre 
system for extinguishing oil fires; J. E. 
Housley, Aluminum Company of 
America, will tell of the use of acti- 
vated alumina for treatment of insulat- 
ing oils. Geo. F. and W. L. Stratton, 
Armature Winding Co., Charlotte, 
N. C., will describe shop practice in 
repairs of high-voltage transformer 


bushings. 
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Suit Restrains Co-operative 


Circuit Judge John Simpson has 
issued a permanent injunction restrain- 
ing the Tri-County Electric Co-opera- 
tive from building electric lines or 
utilizing public highways or other parts 
of Springport Township, Michigan. The 
injunction was granted on request of 
the township board, which charged that 
the Tri-County organization failed to 
obtain a franchise for installation of 
service and otherwise neglected to com- 
ply with state and township provisions 
when it started a line through the town- 
ship several months ago. 


Set LE.S. Convention Date 


The 1939 annual convention of the 
Illuminating Engineering Society will 
be held August 21 to 25 at San Fran- 
cisco, it was announced last week. In 
connection with the meeting, August 21 
has been designated as I.E.S. Day at 
the San Francisco World’s Fair. 
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. IT 1S EASY TO ADD 
A RANGE OR WATER HEATER CIRCUIT 
WITH A SQUARE D MULTI-BREAKER 


® When the service entrance switch of a home does 
not have sufficient capacity for the addition of elec- 
tric range or water heater, it is easy and economical 
to add extra circuits by using a Square D Multi- 


breakeR. The Multi-breakeR is service equipment 


and may be installed in parallel with existing wiring. 

The installation costs less than replacing the ser- 
vice entrance switch with one of larger capacity. 
The two-pole Square D Multi-breakeR provides 


SQUARE J] COMPANY 


DETROIT- MILWAUKEE -LOS ANGELES 


iy 
eta ale SQUARE D COMPANY CANADA LIMITED, TORONTO, ONTARIO 
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circuit breaker protection at an extremely low price. 
The 1937 National Electric Code permits up to six 

service subdivisions or branches, individually con- 

trolled with solid mains, when Multi-breakeRs are used. 
Power and Light Companies selling electric range 

or water heater services will find it worth while to 

recommend this Square D 

Type M Multi-breakeR. It has 

vital points of advantage. 


CALL IN A 
SQUARE D MAN 





NEW TRANSFORMERS — The 
Dublin transmission substation 
of the Georgia Power Company 
was cut over from 66 kv. to 110 
kv. when this bank of trans- 
formers (right) was put into 
service. The capacity of the sta- 
tion was increased from 9,000 
kva. to 20.000 kva. Above is 
Foreman C, A. Agnew and the 
crew which installed the units 
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IN PICTURES 


MORE CAPACITY —The capacity of the Ruskin station of 
the British Columbia Electric Railway Company near Van- 
couver, B. C., will be doubled by the addition of this 
14,000-kva. unit. Canadian Westinghouse is furnishing the 
generator. The four men are inspecting the turbine shaft 
coupling and inlet ventilating ducts 
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VISIT PLANT—The giant turbines (at left) of the Crawlord station 
: at ewe ‘ pes a 
wealth Edison proved fascinating to the more than 2,000 employee Af 
; aes r » recen 
of their families who were guests of the company durin the rece 


- Te s “ gest pil 
house” days. Visits were arranged to see how the compat largest | 





pes O1D MACHINES—Charles A. Edison, Assistant 


seretary of Navy, inspecting, on a recent visit to Gen- 





| al Electric in Schenectady, one of the old bipolar 
dectric generators made by his father 50 years ago. 
|.to r- Mr. Edison, Admiral H. G. Brown, chief of the 
jureau of Engineering: Gerard Swope, president, and 
Commander H. J. Nelson, aide to the Secretary 
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PRIZE WINNER Illustrating two Kearney trip-o-disconnects and a gang switeh, 
this picture was selected as a prize winner at the recent convention in Chicago 


of the Photographers’ National Association of Ameriea 


NEW PLANT--Steel work going up on new 


Bryce E. Morrow generating plant near Kala- 





z 
¥ mazoo, Mich. The smokestack of the Consumers 
# Power Company plant will rise 275 ft. from its 
rf base, tapering from 24 ft. at the bottom to 16 
4 ft. at the top. The plant, expected to go into 
a 
operation next May, will have two 35.000-kw. 
: 
a turbo-generator units 
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PUT YOUR PROBLEM 
UP TO ANACONDA 


Why not benefit by these and other re- 
sults of Anaconda research? When you 
have a cable problem of any kind, put 
the matter up to Anaconda. Our engi 


necring department is at your Service. 


No, Sir! 


Here is but one of many tests which ma- 


lergo before they may be used 


in Anaconda cables. The instrument illus- 


terials unc 


trated is used for testing various types of 


insulating tapes, and for making ‘‘tape-by- 
tape” radial power-factor surveys on im- 
pregnated paper cable. 

Here’s the point: to provide rigid con- 
trol of quality, we wrote specifications for 
each and every material used — including 
tape. Then, because there was no adequate 
device for testing tape, we developed our 


This exhaustive testing of cable 
tape is all done with a purpose 


own machine. Thus Anaconda makes sure 
that the tape in Anaconda cables measures 
up to specifications. 

Such “‘red tape’’ attention to details is 
characteristic of Anaconda research. Fabrics 
and saturants are tested before and after 
purchase. Finished cables are tested by 
methods which simulate actual service con- 
ditions. Built into Anaconda cables are the 
results of test after test made to develop 
more lasting and more economical in 
sulations. Profit by these improvements! 
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Output Up to Year’s 
Peak-Well Over 1936 


Continuing the upward movement 
jn progress since May, interrupted by 
the setback at the end of last month, 
the output of the electric light and 

wer industry during the week ended 
Rcber 22 rose to 2,214,097,000 kw.- 
hr.. according to the Edison Elec- 
tric Institute, thereby matching the 
year’s peak attained in the middle of 
September. This was only 3 per cent 
under the figure for the like period a 
year ago and indicates that the gap is 
steadily closing, the disparity being 
the smallest, with one minor exception, 
thus far this year. 

For half a year the chart for 1938 
has been almost identical with that for 
1936, whereas the latest figure marks 
a definite rise to a higher level. with a 
gain of 2 per cent. 






Per Cent Change from Previous Year 


Week Ending 








Oct. 22 Oct. 18 
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New England......... +2.6 —0.2 
Middle Atlantic....... -0.2 -—0.5 — 1.5 
Central Industrial... .. —-§.2 —93 -10.4 
4 West Central......... —-2.6 -—3.5 — 4.5 
Southern States..... +0.7 —1.3 —- 3.1 
f Rocky Mountain...... -9.2 -14.5 —16.8 
SN cies G CRC D66.0<.2 —-0.3 +1.0 + 0.4 
United States..... —-3.0 —4.1 — 5.5 


















Issues Quarterly 
Report to Employees 


Continuing a procedure which was 
} inaugurated a year ago, the Wisconsin 
§ Public Service Corporation recently is- 
sued its fifth quarterly report to em- 
ployees. 

In an article on employment in the 
utility industry, the report states that 
“the record definitely shows that the 
utility industry has made and is mak- 
ing great contributions toward the gen- 
eral economic welfare of the country.” 
In June, 1938, employment in general 
manufacturing industries was 24 per 
|cent under 1937, whereas average util- 
ity employment was only down around 
> per cent. In May, 1938, the average 
weekly wage for general industry was 
$22.17 and $33.49 for gas and electric 
itilities, or 51 per cent higher. 

rhe report contained information on 
the company’s new financing, power 
supply and detailed data on income 
_and expense, covering an eight-month 
period. 
* 


| Defers Rock Island Hearing 


Upon application by counsel for the 
"uget Sound Power & Light Company, 
icensee for the Rock Island project. 
the FPC has postponed to February 1, 
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In New England operations are 
higher than a year ago for the first time 
since last November. In the Moun- 
tain states the disparity, as against 
1937, recently above 20 per cent, has 
shrunken to 9.2 per cent. 


1939, the hearing originally set for 
October 26, 1938. The hearing is to be 
held on the claimed actual legitimate 
original cost of this project. Four gen- 
erating units of 21,000 hp. each and a 
station unit of 2,100 hp. are now in- 
stalled. It is proposed ultimately to 
have ten, or possibly twelve, main gen- 
erating units of 21,000 hp. each. 


Carrier Issues Debentures 


A new issue of $2,500,000 of ten- 
year 4} per cent convertible sinking- 
fund debentures of the Carrier Cor- 
poration, due 1948, was placed on the 
market this week. The debentures were 
priced at par and accrued interest. Net 
proceeds will be used to pay off bank 
loans of $1,500,000 and to add working 
capital. 

* 


Fogarty Reports Output 


Electric output of the four groups of 
subsidiaries of the North American 
Company in the third quarter of 1938 
showed the smallest percentage de- 
crease of any quarter this year com- 
pared with the corresponding period of 
1937, according to a report issued by 
J. F. Fogarty, president of the North 
American Company. In each month of 
the third quarter the percentage de- 
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J A Ss °o N D 
Weekly Output, Millions Kw.-Hr. 


1938 1937 1936 
Oct. 22.2,214 Oct: 23..2,282 Oct. 17..2,170 
Oct. 15.2,183 Oct. 16..2,276 Oct. 10..2,168 
Oct. 8.2,154 Oct. 9..2,280 Oct. 3..2,169 
Cet. 1.2,139 Oct. 2..2,276 Sept. 26..2,157 
Sept. 24.2,154 Sept. 25..2,266 Sept. 19..2,171 
Sept.17.2,215 Sept. 18..2,281 Sept. 12..2,029 


crease was smaller than in any month 
of 1938 except February, the most 
favorable comparison of monthly out- 
put occurring in September. Output in 
the third quarter of 1938 totaled 1,534.,- 
000,000 kw.-hr., compared with 1,620,- 
000,000, kw.-hr. in 1937, a decrease of 
5.30 per cent. 
° 


Owens Hits Federal Policy 


\t a meeting of the American Life 
Convention, an association of life in- 
surance companies, which was held re- 
cently in Chicago, J. F. Owens, presi- 
dent of the Oklahoma Gas & Electric 
Company, criticized the government’s 
public utility policy, charging that it 
was directed toward the complete so- 
cialization of the industry. He asserted 
that there was a “complete disregard” 
for local self-determination in the 
handling of 
publicly owned power plants. He stated 
that as a whole the public utility indus- 


government grants for 


try was financed soundly. 


a 
Doubles Dividend Payment 


Regulator 
Company has authorized a quarterly 
dividend of 50 cents a share on the 
common stock. On August 20 the com- 
pany paid 25 cents a share. 


Minneapolis - Honeywell 
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Puget Sound Power Makes 
Changes in Operating Staff 


George C. Sears, formerly superin- 
tendent of power plants and transmis- 
sion lines for the Puget Sound Power 
& Light Company, has been appointed 
general superintendent of the division 
ef power supply, to succeed John Haris- 
berger, retired. 

Mr. Sears has been with Puget 
Sound Power since 1902. Starting as 
a substation operator, he has worked 
in a variety of capacities through 
several steps to the position of super- 
intendent of power plants and trans- 
mission lines. 

E. W. Conroy, assistant to the gen- 
eral superintendent of light and power, 
has assumed the duties of superinten- 
dent of transmission under Mr. Sears. 
A graduate of the University of Wash- 
ington, Mr. Conroy has worked up from 
the ranks through various engineering 
connections. 

L. C. Mclver, formerly assistant to 
Leslie R. Coffin, vice-president. has been 
transferred to the general offices as 
assistant to S. P. MacFadden, vice- 
president, and R. W. Joyce, local mana- 
ger at Auburn, has been selected to 
succeed Mr. McIver. Mr. McIver has 
had wide utility experience at many 
points in the United States. He went 
to Washington as chief accountant on 
the Rock Island project during its con- 
struction and has been assistant to 
Mr. Coffin since 1935. Following 
graduation from the University of 
Washington in 1928, Mr. Joyce joined 
Puget Sound Power & Light. He has 
served in the statistical department of 
the general offices and has been local 
manager at Bothell, Winslow and 
Auburn. 


> F. W. Hurisert has retired from 
active service in the International Gen- 
eral Electric Company, New York. 
After serving with various companies 
Mr. Hurlbert was employed in the rail- 
way engineering department of the 
General Electric Company at Schenec- 
tady, N. Y., where he remained five 
years. In 1901 he was transferred to 
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Buffalo to represent the General Elec- 
tric Company at the Pan American Ex- 
position in that year. In the following 
year he entered the foreign department 
of the company and later was trans- 
ferred to the New York offices of the 
International General Electric Com- 
pany. 
. 


John Fritz Medal for 1939 
Awarded to Frank B. Jewett 


Dr. Frank B. Jewett, vice-president 
of the American Telephone & Tele- 
graph Company and president of the 
Bell Telephone Laboratories, has been 
awarded the 1939 John Fritz Gold 


Blackstone Studios 


Medal, highest of American engineer- 
ing honors, for “vision and leadership 
in science, and for notable achievement 
in the furtherance of industrial re- 
search and development in communi- 
cation.” The award is made annually 
by a board composed of representatives 
of the four national engineering socie- 
ties of electrical, civil, mechanical and 
mining and metallurgical engineers. 
Special honors previously awarded 
to Dr. Jewett include the Edison Medal. 
awarded by the American Institute of 
Electrical Engineers; the Washington 
Award of the Western Society of Engi- 
neers for 1938 and the Distinguished 
Service Medal of the United States. 
Dr. Jewett was vice-chairman of the 


Engineering Foundation from 1919 to 
1925 and chairman of the division of 
engineering and industrial research of 
the National Research Council from 
1923 until 1927. He is a fellow of the 
A.L.E.E., of which he was president 
1922-23. He is also a member of the 
Institute of Radio Engineers, American 
Association for the Advanéement of 
Science, New York Electrical Society, 
Society for the Promotion of Engineer- 
ing Education and the Institution of 
Electrical Engineers (Great Britain). 


> V. P. Hesster has been appointed 
chairman of the electrical engineering 
department of the University of Kansas, 
Lawrence. Dr. Hessler was formerly 
connected with the teaching staff of 
Iowa State College. 


> Frank L. Nason has been appointed 
acting district manager of the West- 
inghouse Electric & Manufacturing 
Company in New England, with head- 
quarters in Boston, succeeding the late 
James P. Alexander. Mr. Nason will 
continue as head of the central station 
division. 


> Jj. E. E. Royer, vice-president and 
general manager of the Washington 
Water Power Company, completed 31 
years of service with that company on 
October 12. During the day department 
heads gathered to congratulate him and 
present a gift to commemorate the occa 
sion. 


>A. M. MacCutrcHeon, engineering 
vice-president of the Reliance Electric 
& Engineering Company. Cleveland, 
sailed from New York October 15 for 
a nine-week business trip abroad. Mr. 
MacCutcheon is to visit the leading 
European manufacturers of electric 
power equipment to study recent de- 
velopments in design and manufactur 


ing. 


> Frank T. McEvoy has been ap 
pointed resident manager of the Al 
bany district of the New York Power 
& Light Corporation. Mr. McEvoy has 
been connected with New York Power 
& Light Corporation and predecessor 
companies for more than 23 years. In 
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1915 he entered the employ of the 
Albany Southern Railroad Company, 
which later became Eastern New York 
Utilities Corporation, in its Rensselaer 
office. He was appointed traffic man- 
ager of this company in 1924 and 
while still engaged in that work, in 
1928, he also undertook the organiza- 
tion of traffic work for the New York 
Power & Light Corporation. The fol- 
lowing year his office was transferred 
to Albany and on January 1, 1930, Mr. 
McEvoy was appointed purchasing 
agent of the New York Power & Light 
Corporation, the position he has since 


held. 
* 


F. S. Chase Named President 
of Copper Research Group 


F. S. Chase, president of the Chase 
Brass and Copper Company, Inc., was 
elected president of the Copper and 
Brass Research Association at its re- 
cent annual meeting held at the Hotel 
Biltmore, New York. 

John A. Coe, president of the Ameri- 
can Brass Company; C. D. Dallas, 
president of Revere Copper and Brass. 
Inc., and Wylie Brown, president of 
Phelps Dodge Copper Products Cor- 
poration, were elected vice-presidents. 
Mr. Dallas was also chosen treasurer 
and Bertram B. Caddle was named 
secretary. 

e 


PSrantey H. P. WoLrerstan has 
been appointed manager of the contract 
service department of the Canadian 
General Electric Company, Toronto, 
succeeding W. E. Ross, who becomes 
manager of the apparatus sales de- 
partment. 


> Jutta W. Kienr, formerly home edi- 
tor of Cappers’ Farmer, has assumed 
new duties as director of the home 
economics section of the Westinghouse 
Electric & Manufacturing Company. 
With headquarters at the Mansfield 
works, Mrs. Kiene will supervise all 
home equipment and recipe testing. 
held representative activity and food 
consultation. 


PLee M. Cece has been elected a 
member of the Corporation of Case 
School of Applied Science, Cleveland. 
and a member of the board of trustees 
and Dr. Zay Jerrries was elected a 
member of the corporation. Mr. Clegg 
Is executive vice-president of the 
Thompson Products Company, Cleve- 
land. Dr. Jeffries was a member of the 
faculty of the Case School from 1911 
to 1917 and has been connected with 
the General Electric Company and the 
Aluminum Corporation of America 
since that time. He is now president of 
the Carboloy Company, a subsidiary of 
the General Electric Company. 
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J. D. Wood Made President 
of Roller-Smith Company 


Joseph D. Wood has been elected 
president of the Roller-Smith Company, 
Bethlehem, Pa., to succeed the late 
Col. F. W. Roller. A native of Wich- 
ita, Kan., and a graduate of Guilford 
College and Haverford College, Mr. 
Wood spent two years on the teaching 





staff of Wilmington College as profes- 
sor of physics. 

In 1919 he became associated with 
the Westinghouse Electric & Manufac- 
turing Company in the engineering and 
design school and later with the supply 
engineering department. In 1923 he 
joined the General Electric Company 
in the circuit breaker design depart- 
ment. The following year he entered 
the circuit breaker design department 
of the Condit Electric Manufacturing 
Corporation, leaving in 1928 to be- 
come assistant to the chief engineer of 
the Roller-Smith Company, Bethlehem, 
Pa.. being appointed chief engineer in 
1932. He designed the Roller-Smith 
line of oil and air breakers, open type 
switchboards and metal-clad switch- 
gear. 

Mr. Wood, who is a member of the 
American Institute of Electrical Engi- 
neers. has to his credit a number of 
patents. 

- 

> FRANK MALcouMm FARMER, vice-presi- 
dent and chief engineer of the Elec- 
trical Testing Laboratories, New York, 
has been re-elected chairman of the 
Engineering Foundation for 1938-39. 
Mr. Farmer, who enters upon his third 
term, is an authority on electrical meas- 
urements, electrical insulating ma- 
terials, testing of engineering materials, 
and high voltage cables. George E. 
Beggs, professor of civil engineering in 
Princeton University. was elected vice- 
chairman. 


> W. S. SHipLey. president of the York 
Ice Machinery Corporation, was elected 
president of the Refrigerating Ma- 


chinery Association at the recent meet- 
ing of the executive committee in Mon- 
treal, Canada. As president of the York 
Ice Machinery Corporation, Mr. Ship- 
ley has long been a recognized leader 
in the refrigerating industry. He headed 
the Association several years ago, serv- 
ing as its president during 1932 and 
1933. J. I. Lyte, of the Carrier Cor- 
poration, was elected vice-president. 


> W. J. Taytor has been appointed 
manager of the Winnipeg district of 
the Canadian General Electric Com- 
pany. The district embraces all of 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan and part 
of northwestern Ontario. Mr. Taylor, 
who has been merchandise manager of 
the Winnipeg office for the past ten 
years, succeeds NORMAN FRANKS, who 
has become manager of the Toronto 
district. Mr. Taylor has been with 
Canadian General Electric since 1916. 
He is a past-president of the Manitoba 
Electric Association. 


OBITUARY 


> Cuaries A. CAHILL, consulting engi- 
neer and from 1910 to 1913 chief engi- 
neer in charge of power plants for the 
Milwaukee Electric Railway & Light 
Company, died October 5 at his home 
in Milwaukee. He was 77 years of age. 
Born in Fitzwilliam, N. H., Mr. Cahill 
joined the Milwaukee Electric Rail- 
way & Light Company as assistant 
chief engineer in charge of power 
plants in 1900. From 1913 until last 
February. Mr. Cahill was a consulting 
engineer in Milwaukee, specializing in 
steam power plant design, construction 
and operation. He was a charter mem- 
ber, past-president and honorary mem- 
ber of the Engineers’ Society of Mil- 
waukee; chairman of the Milwaukee 
section of the American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers and a life mem- 
ber of the National Association of 
Power Engineers. 


> ALEXANDER A. CARLSON, for 29 years 
chairman of the municipal light board 
at Braintree. Mass., died in that town 
October 18. He was born in Philadel- 
phia 78 years ago. 


> Sir Puiie Dawson, M. P., one of 
Britain’s most prominent electrical 
engineers, died in Berlin, Germany, 
recently at the age of 71. He was re- 
turning from Warsaw. where he had 
attended the Inter-Parliamentary Busi- 
ness Congress. As a partner in the firm 
of Kincaid, Waller, Manville and Daw- 
son, he was brought into association 
with electric traction and power de- 
velopments in the United Kingdom, 
Continental Europe and overseas Brit- 
ish countries. He was the author of a 
number of textbooks on power supply. 
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Allis-Chalmers Shows 
Net of $1.90 a Share 


Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing Com- 
pany reports for the first nine months 
this year net income of $3,384,219, or 
$1.90 a share, on 1,776,092 shares of 
common stock. This compares with 
$6,786,335, or $3.83 a share, on 1,772,- 
510 shares of common stock outstand- 
ing in the same period last year. 

Billings for the period totaled $64,- 
975,115, as against $67,906,309 in the 
first nine months of 1937. The com- 
pany stated that while billings were 
not much lower than the first nine 
months last year, current high operat- 
ing costs due to a substantial decline 
in production, occasioned by the 
smaller bookings, was a very important 
factor in the shrinkage in earnings. 

Orders booked for the first nine 
months totaled $54,527,817, as against 
$79,321,908 in the same 1937 period. 
Unfilled orders on September 30 
totaled $10,796,269, as against $25.- 
233,936 a year ago and $21,243,567 at 
the close of 1937. 

For the third quarter net income was 
$505,160, or 28 cents a share, as against 
$2,644,588, or $1.49 a share, in the 
same 1937 quarter. Billings were $19.- 
961,454 and orders booked $14,195,522. 
as against billings of $24,209,497 and 
orders booked of $26,325,075 in the 
1937 period. 

Among the other manufacturing com- 
panies recently issuing reports are the 
following: 

GeNERAL Capie—September quarter: 
Net loss, $288,097, compared with $260,083 
in preceding quarter and with net profit in 
third quarter of 1937, totaling $919,999, 
equal, after dividend requirements on 7 per 
cent preferred and class A stocks, to 52 
cents each on 550,730 shares of no-par com- 
mon stock. Nine months to September 30: 
Net loss, $614,327, contrasted with net 
profit last year of $2,876,575, or $1.78 a 
share, on common. 

MINNEAPOLIS-HONEYWELL REGULATOR — 
September quarter: Net profit, $576,734. 
equal, after dividend requirements on 30,- 
620 shares of 4 per cent preferred stock, 
to 88 cents each on 621,900 no-par common 
shares, compared with $160,317, or 21 
cents each on 621,900 common shares, in 


preceding quarter and $778,956, or $1.20 
each, on 621,963 common shares in Sep- 
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tember quarter last year. Nine months to 
September 30: Net profit, $719,641, or 
$1.01 a common share, compared with $2,- 
220,040, or $3.42 a common share, a year 
before. 

Jouns-MAnviILLE—Including subsidiaries 
—Three months ended September 30, con- 
solidated net earnings $882,366, equal, after 
preferred dividends, to 89 cents a share on 
850,000 shares of common. This com- 
pares with consolidated net earnings of 
$1,780,857 in the third quarter of 1937, 
equivalent, after preferred dividends, to 
$1.94 a share on the common stock. Sales 
during the third quarter totaled $12,341,457, 
a decrease of $4,055,703 or 25 per cent 
compared with $16,397,160 in the corre- 
sponding quarter of last year, but an in- 
crease of $415,744 or 4 per cent over the 
total of $11,925,713 for the second quarter 
of this year. 


Re-employs 1,700 Workers 


Officials of the Frigidaire division of 
General Motors in Dayton, Ohio, esti- 
mate 1,700 men will be affected by the 
announcement of Alfred P. Sloan that 
the company will re-employ 35,000 
men. 


NEW METHOD —tTreating insulators to 
make them free from radio interference 
by the new glaze and simplified precess- 
ing method which has been installed 
at two porcelain plants of Westinghouse 
Electric & Manufacturing Company 


Westinghouse Starts 
New Processing Plan 


Culminating ten years of dogged re- 
search, a new glaze and simplified 
processing method to make insulators 
free from radio interference has been 
installed at two porcelain plants of 
Westinghouse Electric & Manufactur- 
ing Company. 

The company stated that since the in- 
troduction of a.c. receiving sets the per- 
sistent complaints of radio owners has 
focused attention on a difficult public 
relations problem for electric utilities 
and industrial plants because conven- 
tional high-voltage pin type insulators 
generate radio interference at line and 
tie wires. 

It was stated that the new copper- 
oxide glaze method will eliminate the 
arcing by proper distribution of voltage 
stress and the introduction of the charg- 
ing current into the insulator without 
forming corona. The new insuiator is 
offered as a standard product with no 
price increase. 


Kelvinator Enlarges Sales 
Territory in Southeast 


Transfer of the commercial division 
office to Baltimore, Md., from Atlanta. 
Ga., added the states of Virginia and 
Maryland to Kelvinator’s southeastern 
sales division. James A. Lee, formerly 
assistant sales manager of Kelvinator’s 
air conditioning and automatic heating 
department, will head the enlarged divi- 
sion, replacing C. D. Taylor, who goes 
to Detroit as sales manager of Kelvi- 
nator standard commercial and fiquid 
cooling department. 


* 
Acquires USL Battery Unit 


Because of increased business USL 
Battery Corporation is devoting the fa- 
cilities of its Niagara Falls factory to 
the manufacture of automotive radio 
and farm lighting batteries, according 
to H. A. Harvey, vice-president. Facili- 
ties formerly devoted to manufacture 
of batteries for railroads, utilities and 
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industrial service are being utilized for 
automobile battery manufacture. The 
industrial battery division is being dis- 
continued. Arrangements have been 
made with the Gould Storage Battery 
Corporation to acquire the USL power 
battery department. 


Westinghouse Omits to Pay 
Bonus Under Employee Plan 


For the first time since the Westing- 
house wage-and-salary plan was begun, 
more than two years ago, the company’s 
earnings had been insufficient to pro- 
vide employees extra compensation for 
the current month in addition to their 
regular wages or salaries, George H. 
Bucher, president of Westinghouse 
Electric & Manufacturing Company, 
has armounced. 

The situation is part of the normal 
working of the plan and does not mean 
that the wage-and-salary plan is being 
abandoned, Mr. Bucher pointed out. 
“The fact is,” Mr. Bucher said, “the 
wage-and-salary plan has so far been a 
success and the company has no inten- 
tion of dropping it.” 

Westinghouse earnings for the last 
three months have been as follows: 
July, $662,418; August, $584,457; Sep- 
tember, $465,345. This gives a three- 
month average of $570,740, or slightly 
under the base figure of $600,000. on 
which the bonus is figured. Hence. for 
October, Westinghouse salaries or 
wages will be neither increased nor de- 
creased. 

a7 


G.E. Employees’ Group 
to List New Bond Offering 


General Electric Employees Securi- 
ties Corporation will register with the 
SEC in the near future a new bond is- 
sue with a basic interest rate of 4 per 
cent to be offered to employees and 
pensioners of General Electric. Repre- 
sentatives of the corporation have con- 
ferred with officials of the SEC on the 
subject. The new bonds will be offered 
in exchange for all 5 per cent bonds 
outstanding in the hands of employees. 
the exchange to be effected as of Jan- 
uary 1, 1939. All 5 per cent bonds not 
exchanged by that date will be called 
for redemption at par and interest. 
a 


New York Metal Prices 


Oct. 18, 1938 Oct. 26, 1938 


Cents per Cents per 

Pound Pound 

Copper electrolytic... . 11.25* 11.25* 
dAm.S. & R. price. 5.10 5.10 
Antimony............ 12.00 12.25 
Nickel ingot... || 35.00 35.00 
Inc spot... .. 5.40 5.44 
qa straits... 45.00 46.35 
‘Aluminum, 99 per cent. 20.00 20.00 


* Delivered Connecticut Valley. 
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Field Reports on Business 


Activity in the electrical manufacturing industry has shown an expanding 
volume which has led to a more optimistic outlook for the future. Leaders feel 
that the upturn in business will continue for some time. Power production is at 


the year’s peak. 


PACIFIC COAST 


October electrical business is apparently 
running abreast of September’s, though 
about 10 per cent below October last year. 
There are encouraging factors, however, 
especially in the San Francisco area, where 
the warehousemen’s strike has just been 
settled on an excellent future basis. Order- 
ing is based chiefly upon large public 
work and small F.H.A. building, 

San Francisco Exposition business in- 
clude $60,000 for main service cable, $10,- 
000 of sodium lights for Bay Bridge ramp, 
$10,000 of reactors, and many wiring con- 
tracts for state and foreign structures, 
ranging from $11,000 to $500 for the 
smaller buildings, usually awarded in 
groups. 

Industrial orders include $9,000 for a 
Nevada mine locomotive, $7,500 for frac- 
tional-horsepower pumping plant motors 
and $15,008 for several elevator traffic 
equipments. Other machinery orders re- 
ported from central and northern Cali- 
fornia include $10,000 transformers and 
cutouts for an REA job in Plumas County. 
$21,000 capacitors for power company in 
the San Joaquin Valley and $16,000 for 
shipyard switchgears. Transformers, which 
form the backbone of staple power ap- 
paratus, are running about 60 per cent 
of last year’s totals. Extensive building, 
both residential and public, such as 
schools and courthouses, is reported in the 
Redding Dam area in northern California. 
Much widespread lighting business is re- 
ported, mainly for municipal street light- 
ing and night flying equipment for govern- 
ment fields. The week’s outstanding order 
covers Gengral Electric’s award of $1,478.- 
289 for two generators, size 60,000 kva., 
and auxiliaries for Bonneville plant. 


NEW ENGLAND 


A better sentiment in the electrical busi- 
ness is reported in this district, due, for 
the most part, to an increase in the 
volume of inquiries being received for a 
wide variation of supplies. Some caution 
in buying is noted and orders are con- 
fined to single units or small lots. A 500- 
kw. motor-generator set was recently pur- 
chased by a New England gas utility as 
result of damage to its power equipment at 
the time of the September hurricane. One 
manufacturer records several orders for 
small motors to be installed for damaged 
units which totaled about $4,500. 

Small switch and control sales are en- 
couraging; some of the special lines are 
receiving more attention. One manufacturer 
notes that six arc welders rated 200 and 
250 amp. have been placed in this district 
during the past month. 

The Hygrade-Sylvania Corporation has 
received an important government lamp 
contract; this company’s U. S. government 
orders to date total more than $200,000 in 
1938. 

The release data by the Boston Edison 
of supplies required to repair damage to its 
system after the September storm included 
713 miles of copper wire, 3.597 crossarms 
and 198,000 mechanical splicers and con- 
nectors. Also there were installed 194 pole- 
type transformers: 38,000 pole and house 
type insulators were used and 3.75 tons of 


friction tape, 31,250 separate pieces of pole 
line hardware, 11 tons of manila rope, 
3,918 pairs of gloves, 360 axes, 590 pairs 
of pliers and large quantities of miscellane- 
ous tools were required. 

Merchandising is spotty; radio sales are 
advancing and lighting fixtures are attract- 
ing attention. In Vermont domestic appli- 
ances continue to sell in good volume. 


NEW YORK 


Industrial leaders are now convinced 
that the business cycle has definitely 
turned upward, with the prospects that 
increased volume can be expected over the 
coming months. Government spending and 
depletion of inventories are seen as giving 
impetus to the rise in business activity. 

The feeling in utility circles has been 
greatly improved during the past few 
weeks. Plans are under way for new 
plant construction to take care of in- 
creased power demands being created 
through aggressive sales programs. Some 
new plants will be built under the push 
being given by the President’s committee 
to eliminate power “bottlenecks.” 

Leading electrical manufacturers see the 
possibilities of a 25 per cent gain in busi- 
ness in 1938 over this year. Electric range 
manufacturers and utilities see an expand- 
ing market next year for this type of ap- 
pliance. A better consumer demand for 
small appliances has been noted, with 
retail volume in many lines expanding. 
A co-operative advertising and sales pro- 
gram next month is being planned by 
makers of fluorescent lighting equipment. 


CHICAGO 


Expansion in manufacturing continued 
last week throughout the Middle West. 
The most pronounced increase occurred in 
the automobile centers. where production 
accelerated rapidly as 100,000 were added 
to the payrolls. Output in the steel mills 
rose 1.5 points, while electricity generated 
increased to a level 2 per cent below a 
year ago. 

The Youngstown Sheet & Tube Company 
awarded contracts aggregating $4,000.000 
for new construction at the Indiana Har- 
bor plant. Orders for electrical equipment 
will be divided among the General Elec- 
tric, Westinghouse and Allis-Chalmers com- 
panies. The Pullman Company plans a 
new car shop to cost approximately $1,000,- 
000. F.H.A. approved an allotment of 
$9,000,000 for a housing project on which 
construction will begin before the end 
of the year. Added impetus was given to 
the recovery of residential building as 
construction on several large private apart- 
ment buildings is getting under wav. 

Retail sales declined 8 per cent from the 
previous week and stood at 21 per cent 
below last year. Radio sales have in- 
creased steadily during the past month, to 
make the best showing in the large ap- 
pliance group. Portable lamps are in 
demand, while the interest in fluorescent 
lamps is rapidly increasing. Specific or- 
ders reported last week include $400,000 
for generating equipment and transform- 
ers, $200,000 for cable and $20,000 for 


motors and control apparatus. 
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Utility stocks and bonds maintained their strength during the week, with the “Electrical 
World” bond index even gaining 0.3 point to 30.3; index a year ago, 26.5. The 
“Electrical World” stock index remained steady at the previous mark of 102.7 








& 
Exemptions Granted 
eye 
by SEC; New Filings 

The Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission has ordered that the issue and 
sale of $55,000,000 first mortgage 
bonds and $10,000,000 notes of Ohio 
Power Company be exempted from 
certain provisions of the utility holding 
company act. The commission’s order 
said that the bonds and notes are 
exempted from provisions of Section 6 
(A) of the utility act. This section says 
that a company shall file a factual 
statement of its history and finances 
when it issues securities unless exemp- 
tion is granted. Exemption was granted 
on the finding of the commission that 
the sale of both the bonds and notes 
are solely for the purpose of financing 
the business of Ohio Power Company 
as a public utility. 

Hearing has been set for November 9 
on the applications of International Hydro- 
Electric System and International Paper & 
Power Company for orders of the commis- 
sion exempting them from all provisions 
of the Holding Company Act, and declar- 
ing that New England Power Association 
and Moreau Manufacturing Corporation 
are not their subsidiaries. 

Staten Island Edison Corporation has 
filed application for exemption from the 
requirement for filing a declaration with 
respect to the issue and sale at par of a 
$3,000,000 note and the issuance of $3,000.- 
000 of first mortgage 34 per cent bonds. 


Illinois Sale Approved 


Illinois Commerce Commission has 
authorized the Central Illinois Light 
Company and Suburban Telephone 
Company to purchase all the electric 
and telephone properties of the Sub- 
urban Electric Utilities Company and 
the Suburban Electric Corporation. Un- 
der the agreement Central Illinois Light 
will purchase all properties of the sell- 
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ing companies for $325,000 cash. It will 
operate all of the electric properties and 
will sell all telephone properties to the 
Suburban Telephone Company for 
$8,000 cash. 

° 


Two Huge Offerings 
Placed on Market 


Public offering was made this week 
of first mortgage 3% per cent bonds of 
the Wisconsin Electric Power Company 
to the amount of $54,500,000. The 
bonds, due October 1, 1968, were 
offered at 103% per cent plus accrued 
interest. In addition to the. amount to 
be offered publicly $500,000 of the 
bonds will be sold privately by the 
company to certain pension and other 
funds. The entire issue. consequently, 
will be $55,000,000. 

In conjunction with the sale of bonds, 
arrangements have been made for a 
bank loan of $14,500,000 evidenced by 
3.40 per cent promissory notes, matur- 
ing serially at the rate of $1,250,000 
annually from 1939 to 1942, inclusive; 
$1,500,000 annually from 1943 to 1946, 
inclusive, and $1,750,000 in each of 
the years 1947 and 1948. The financing 
follows a merger which was effected 
earlier this month and which involved 
the acquisition by the Milwaukee Elec- 
tric Railway & Light Company of the 
capital stock of the former Wisconsin 
Electric Power Company and_ the 
assumption of that name by the merged 
company. 

A new issue of $55,000,000 of 314 
per cent first mortgage bonds of the 
Ohio Power Company, due in 1968, 
was offered this week at 1011% per cent 
and accrued interest. Proceeds of the 
financing will be used for refunding 
and other corporate purposes by the 
company. Simultaneously with the sale 








of the bonds, the company will issue 
$10,000,000 of ten-year 34% per cent 
promissory notes, representing bank 
loans of this amount. Dillon, Read & 
Company, on behalf of the group of 
underwriters which underwrote the 
issue. announced that the issue had 
been sold. 
€ 


Dividends on Preferred 
Omitted by Northern States 


Pending approval of a proposed re. 
adjustment of capital structure by the 
SEC and by its stockholders, the North. 
ern States Power Company of Dela. 
ware has postponed declaration of the 
quarterly dividends on its preferred 
stocks due October 20, Robert F. Pack, 
president, stated in a letter to stock. 
holders. 

Under the capital readjustment it 
is proposed to reduce materially the 
book value of the class A and class B 
common stocks, although no change is 
contemplated in the rights and prefer. 
ences of the preferred stock. A stock. 
holders’ meeting to approve the 
changes will be called in the near fu- 


ture, Mr. Pack said. 


Calls Outstanding Bonds 


Virginia Electric & Power Company 
has called for redemption on Novem- 
ber 7 at 105, all its first and refunding 
mortgage, Series A, 4 per cent bonds 
due on November 1, 1955, outstanding 
in the amount of $37,488,000. 


Auction Again Postponed 


Sale at public auction of the 712,411 
common shares of the Jersey Central 
Power & Light Company, held as col- 
lateral for the defaulted debentures of 
the National Public Service Corpora- 
tion, has been postponed to December 
21. 





Utility Reports (Earnings) 


Net Income 
938 1937 


193% 
*Southern California 
PME iccckweenewen t $11,165,254 $12,236,116 
*Common. & South. . 
ONE MEBs. ..bcsiodsvns 12,242,221 15,996,841 
*Pub. Serv. N. J. and eee 
a ae ee 22,281,403 24,658,822 


*Detroit Edison and chal 
eee tana a ae 6,832,574 10,872,638 


BRE WOE. 2 os cecveee 2,673,712 2,960,960 
*Consumers Power ... 9,095,446 10,204,20- 


*Ohio Edison ......... 3,765,285 4,841,116 
*Rochester G. & E... 3,999,166 4,485,620 
*Idaho Power ........ 1,742,027 1,307,318 


*Arkansas Pwr. & Lt. 1,232,978 1,458,504 
fElectric Bond & Share 9,882,200 10,157,589 
+Gulf States Utilities.. 2,024,073 1,624,548 





*Twelve months ended September 30 
*Twelve months ended August 31. 
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Neon Sicn—One of the advantages of 
a new type of negative-glow neon sign is 
that it operates on ordinary a.c. or d.c. 
lighting circuits. Characters of the sign 
are formed of wire—instead of the more 
conventional glass tubing—and mounted 
in a glass envelope containing a small 
amount of a rare gas. [Ionization of the 
gas produces a glow around the wire, 
resulting in sharply defined, illuminated 
characters. Another commercial feature of 
the sign for display purposes is its in- 
creased legibility through the use of a 
colored diffusing background to prevent 
unwanted reflections and glare. The new 
sign is a development of Radio Patents 
Corporation. 10 East 40th Street, New 
York, N. Y. 


ELectrostatic Air CLEANER—Designed 
especially to relieve hay-fever and pollen- 
asthma sufferers, but also applicable to 
general air cleaning in an average-sized 
room, the “Precipitron” room unit has 
been announced by the Westinghouse Elec- 
tric & Manufacturing Company, East Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. Dirt particles and foreign mat- 
ter in the air are charged in an ionizing 
section and then precipitated on the 
charged plates of the dirt collector cell, 
which is cleaned by washing once every 
six weeks or so. Unit operates from 
standard 115-volt outlet, consuming about 
8) watts and circulating 240 cu.ft. per 
minute of air. 


MutticouPpLer ANTENNA—In answer to 
the problem of providing good radio re- 
ception in apartment houses and _ other 
multi-unit dwellings, without the attendant 
eyesore of a jungle of wires. General 
Electric Company’s construction materials 
division, Bridgeport, Conn., has developed 
a new all-wave multicoupler antenna sys- 
tem. The new system will serve as many 
as 20 radios at the same time, with a 
multiple installation suggested when more 
than 20 radios are to be used. Standard 
materials are used for the most part, the 
special equipment being a transformer to 

installed in the antenna, a lightning 
arrester and a special radio outlet includ- 
ing a multicoupler coil. 


SIGNALING Equipment — The Autocall 
Company, Shelby, Ohio, has commenced 
Production of a new complete line of 
relay and control equipment. Included in 
the line of signaling equipment are jack, 
potential, oil dashpot and thermal time- 
elay type relays, code transmitters and a 
totalizing indicator device. The latter 
product responds to add or subtract pulses 
to adding or subtracting coils. Also offered 
are terminal disconnect panels for termi- 
nating and testing signal wiring. 


Fusetess Main Switcn—A new line of 
seless main switches is announced by 
Lolt’s Patent Fire Arms Manufacturing 
ony: Hartford, Conn., providing up 
a branch circuits and approved by the 
‘ational Electrical Code. Both long and 
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short cabinets are offered, the long type 
having space for both transformer and 
“Despard” type switches. Ratings are 30 
amp., 120 to 250 volts, with solid neutral 
and front-operated rotor disk switches. In- 
terior mechanism is easily removable to 
facilitate wiring. 


SotperRING IRoN Stanp—Soldering irons 
are kept at a constant, adjustable tempera- 
ture by the new “Hayes” soldering iron 
stand with automatic heat contrel, which 
handles irons up to 2,000 watts in 110- 
or 220-volt a.c. and up to 500 watts in 
d.c. Unit consists of a base containing 
an automatic thermostatic switch and a 
bracket on top of this base to hold the 
iron. When the iron is laid on the stand, 
its heat is held at the pre-set temperature 
until it is removed, when full current is 
automatically turned on. Device is mar- 
keted by American Solder & Flux Com- 
pany, Philadelphia, Pa., and Triplex Elec- 
trical Products Company, New York, N. Y. 


Guass-INSULATED Wire — Companies 
which have recently announced new prod- 
uct applications of the new fibre glass 
insulation include: (1) American Steel & 
Wire Company, Cleveland, Ohio, with its 
“Amerglass” glass-insulated magnet wire; 
(2) Kennecott Wire & Cable Company, 
Phillipsdale, R. I., with “Amelectric” glass- 
insulated magnet wire and_ low-voltage 
power cable. The magnet wire is insu- 
lated with fibre glass, bonded and baked 
varnish, while dry glass tape and glass 
slivers are used for the low-voltage power 
cable. 


Automatic Timer—For numerous tim- 
ing applications, including the control of 
electrical appliances, Walser Automatic 
Timer Company, New York, N. Y., has 
brought out the No. 82 Series timer, which 
features a new escapement said to provide 
the same simplicity of operation on twelve- 
hour gearing as on a gearing of one minute 
to the cycle. Clock mechanism has been 
developed for the setting 
of timing intervals from two 
hours to the cycle up to 
eleven hours maximum, at 
the end of which time a 


Automatic 


Neon Sign Timer 





Soldering Iron Stand 


circuit is either opened or closed. No 
winding of the clock movement is 
needed, it is claimed, since the turning 
of the pointer to the interval desired fur- 
nishes the operating power, sets the 
switch circuit and starts the timing mech- 
anism, all at the same time. Timers are 
offered with single- or double-throw switch 
capacity of 3 amp. or 15 amp. a.c. and 
d.c. 


TECHNICAL BULLETINS 


CasLe-FauLtt Location—“Notes on Fault 
Location in Cables” is the title of a hand- 
book just published by Leeds & Northrup 
Company, 4934 Stenton Avenue, Philadel- 
phia, Pa. A 52-page, pocket-size book, it 
should be useful to any one interested in 
fault location—either in electric power or 
communication transmission. Complete 
with diagrams, it explains methods for 
identifying faulty wires in a cable, for 
measuring conductor resistance, for locating 
grounds and crosses by Murray and Varley 
loop tests, for locating opens for capacitance 
tests. 


Wextpinc ALUMINUM—The flame, flux and 
preheating technique as well as the arc 
methods of welding aluminum and its al- 
loy metals are given in the booklet “Weld- 
ing Aluminum and Its Alloys,” with formu- 
las and quantitative data to encourage best 
results. Illustrated. Available from the 
Aluminum Company of America, Gulf 


Building, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


LincoLn TunNEL—Electrical installations 
and applications in New York City’s new 
Lincoln Tunnel are covered in Bulletin 
738, just issued by I-T-E Circuit Breaker 
Company, Philadelphia, Pa. Written by 
S. E. Schultz, electrical engineer for the 
Port of New York Authority, the booklet 
includes electric lighting and ventilating, 
power supply, control equipment and pump- 
ing equipment. 


INSTRUMENT TRANSFORMERS—Slightly less 
than half of General Electric Company’s 
new catalog GEA-601G is devoted to tech- 
nical data on instrument transformers, cov- 
ering such topics as errors and accuracy, 
general description—including types and 
principle of operation—corrections, special 
conditions, secondary burdens, tests, in- 
stallation and maintenance. General list- 
ings and description of the company’s prod- 
ucts are included in the second part of 
the 154-page booklet. Copies are available 
from the Schenectady, N. Y., offices. 
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Cincinnati Electrical Assn. 
Begins Wiring Certification 


The Cincinnati Electrical Associa- 
tion, which recently switched from Red 
Seal to Adequate Wiring certification 
under the national program, has certi- 
fied a group of six homes in the $9.000 
cost bracket. 

Under the Red Seal activity. two 
members of the home lighting staff 
of the Cincinnati Gas & Electric Com- 
pany were assigned to wiring. During 
1937 and the first half of 1938, under 
this plan, J. Reed Hartman, manager 
of electric sales for the utility. reports 
that 1,509 building permits were issued, 
5,342 lighting outlets, 4.304 switch out- 
lets and 6,436 convenience outlets in- 
stalled. It is believed that even better 
results will be obtained under the cer- 
tification plan. 


. 
New EHFA Contracts Closed 


Electric Home and Farm Authority 
has closed contracts with the City of 
Knoxville, Tenn.; Albertville, Ala.. 
and Eugene, Ore., which own and op- 
erate local municipal utilities and the 
Sumter Electric Co-operative Associa- 
tion, Inc., Bushnell, Fla. The Authority 
also announced that contracts had been 
elosed with the Barron County Electric 
Co-operative, Barron, Wis., and the 
Clay Electric Co-operative Association, 
Inc., Keystone Heights, Fla. 

+ 


Columbus Demurrer Upheld 


City of Columbus’ demurrer to an 
amended petition to forestall the 
$1,000,000 addition to the municipal 
light plant has been sustained by Judge 
Charles A. Leach in Common Pleas 
Court, leaving the way open for an 
appeal to the District Court of Appeals. 
Several months ago Judge Leach sus- 
tained a demurrer to the Columbus & 
Southern Ohio Electric Company’s 
original petition. There will be no 
legal barriers to construction of the 
addition unless the case is taken to the 
Court of Appeals. 


Set Range and Heater Quotas 


Sales quotas of 30,000 electric ranges 
and 8,000 electric water heaters have 
been set by the Modern Kitchen Bu- 
reau for October, designated as “Dis- 
covery Month.” Economy of electric 
cooking is featured in the range pro- 
motion, which makes use of the slogan 
“Electric cooking costs only 4% as much 
as you think!” The water heater drive 
is built around a “Use the user” theme, 
the idea being that users of electric 
water heaters furnish the best sales 
arguments. 
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IrHaca, N. Y.—New York State Electric 
& Gas Corporation has authorized new pri- 
mary and secondary lines, totaling about 
415 miles, in parts of 24 counties in which 
company is operating, for expansion in 
rural electric system, including power sub- 
station units and service facilities. Cost 
about $500,000. Financing has been con- 
cluded through federal aid. 


LockuHart, Tex.—Has plans maturing for 
municipal electrical distribution system, in- 
cluding power substation and transmission 
line for connection with power source. 
Cost about $300,000. Bond issue has been 
approved and financing arranged through 
federal aid. Homer Trimble, 605 Bellvue 
Place, Austin, Tex., is consulting engineer. 


BeELLEvuE, On1o—Has plans under way 
for new municipal electric power plant. 
Cost estimated at $680,000. Financing is 
being arranged through federal aid. West- 
ern Construction & Engineering Company, 
Nicholas Building, Toledo, Ohio, is con- 
sulting engineer. 


Et Centro, Catir.—Imperial Irrigation 
District has arranged a fund of $1,900,000, 
through bond issue of $1,045,000, recently 
approved, and federal grant of $855,000, for 
expansion in power facilities, including 
new hydroelectric generating plant at Drop 
No. 4, All-American canal system; addition 
to generating station at Brawley, Calif., 
used for standby service, with installation 
of two new generating units and auxiliary 
equipment; and construction of about 1000 
miles of primary and secondary lines for 
extensions in distribution system in dif- 
ferent parts of Imperial Valley area, with 
outdoor power substations and service facil- 
ities. Proposed to ask bids for various 
features of project at early date. M. J. 
Dowd, Imperial, is chief engineer. 


Henryetra, Oxia.—Has plans under 
way for new municipal electrical distribut- 
ing system, with power substation units 
and service facilities. Cost estimated at 
$200,000. Financing is being arranged 
through federal aid. Holway & Neuffer, 
302 East Eighteenth Street, Tulsa, Okla., 
are consulting engineers. 


Witmincton, Det.—E. I. duPont de 
Nemours & Company, Rayon Division, 
duPont Building, Wilmington, plans in- 
stallation of motors and controls, regu- 
lators, conveyors and other equipment in 
new rayon yarn mill on site now being 
selected in southern part of Delaware. A 
power house will be built; also an electric- 
operated pumping station. Plant will com- 
prise several large units and is estimated 
to cost over $5,000,000. Company engi- 
neering department is in charge. 


Hicu Pornt, N. C.—City Council, E. M. 
Knox, city manager, has arranged for addi- 
tional financing through federal aid for 
proposed municipal hydroelectric generat- 
ing plant on Yadkin River, vicinity of 
Winston-Salem, totaling $6,492,600, of 
which $3,571,000 will be a loan and §$2,- 
921,600, a federal grant. Revised plans 
have been prepared for project, which will 


include a power dam, generating station 
of 24,000-kw. initial rating, power substa. 
tions and switching station, with trans. 
mission line to city limits, where large 
power substation will be located. Dis. 
tribution lines will be built in differen 
parts of municipality. Charles T. Main, 
Inc., 201 Devonshire Street, Boston, Mass, 
consulting engineer, has made surveys and 
estimates of cost for project. 


Fiorence, Ariz.—San Carlos Irrigation 
and Drainage District, Coolidge, Ariz., has 
plans maturing for hydroelectric power 
project at Butte power site at junction of 
Gila and San Pedro Rivers, vicinity of 
Florence, for which a bond issue of $5, 
119,000 has been approved, to be supple 
mented by a federal grant of $2,303,000, 
making total fund of $7,422,000 for entire 
development. An extensive water storage 
and supply reservoir will be built, with 
power dam, generating station, power sub- 
station and transmission line to Coolidge 
and vicinity. Proposed to proceed with 
project at early date. 


Mount Hoop, Ore.—Portland General 
Electric Company, Portland. Ore., plans 
extensions in transmission lines in con- 
nection with acquisition of Mount Hood 
Electric Company, for which negotiations 
are being completed. Also will make ex 
tensions and improvements in distributing 
lines at Mount Hood and vicinity. 


GALLATIN, TENN.—TIs arranging imme 
diate call for bids for new municipal elec. 
trical distributing system, including power 
substation and transmission line for con 
nection with high-tension system of TVA, 
from which power supply will be secured. 
Cost about $169,000. Financing has been 
arranged through federal aid. 

Betton, Tex.—Plans municipal electrical 
distributing system, with power substation 
and transmission line for connection with 
power source. Cost close to $142,000. Fi 
nancing is being arranged through fed- 
eral aid. Doak Rainey, Littlefield Build- 


ing, Austin, Tex., is consulting engineer. 


Tucumacart, N. M.—Has plans maturing 
for new municipal electric power plant, 
with electrical distributing lines, power 
substation and other operating facilities. 
Cost about $416,363, of which $187,363 will 
be a federal grant. 


Frankun, Tenn. — TVA, Knoxville, 
Tenn., is considering construction of plant 
in Williamson County, vicinity of Franklin, 
for development of phosphate properties | 
covering a tract of over 500 acres of lam 
Proposed to construct electric furnace umils 
and other production facilities. Transmit 
sion line will be built from connection 
with TVA system in that area to plant site 
for power service. Entire project is Tj 
ported to cost close to $500,000. 


St. Bernarp, Oxnto—Plans expansion | 
and improvements in municipal electnt 
power plant, including installation of @ 
ditional equipment. Cost about $280,000. 
Financing is being arranged through f 
eral aid. H. A. Nunlist, Traction Building, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, is consulting engineer. 
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